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CLIMATE CHANGE — AMELIORATION MEASURES 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [5.06 pm]: 
Before question time, we were talking about the way in which so much of the architecture for addressing climate 
change was disassembled on the arrival of the Barnett government. I note that Hon Dr Steve Thomas asked us to 
put ideology aside. I put it to the member that we saw extraordinary ideology rule the roost in the last eight and 
a half years of the Barnett government. I acknowledge that the member was not part of that but he needs to comes 
to terms with the ideological opposition to accepting the science on climate change and how, within a very short 
space of time, Premier Barnett took apart all the functionality within the Premier’s office, the Public Utilities 
Office and agency after agency to deal with this. Schemes such as the Low Emissions Energy Development fund, 
which I note Hon Donna Faragher is now claiming credit for, were introduced — 
Hon Donna Faragher: I was referring to a very specific project. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I am interested in Hon Donna Faragher’s interjection because she said she was 
talking about that project, referring to the Carnegie Wave Energy project. If members talk to the Carnegie Wave 
Energy people, they make it very clear that the LEED funding was incredibly critical to that company being able 
to survive and move forward, and indeed, become one of the world leaders in wave energy technology. Very soon 
after the Barnett government took power, it, of course, abolished that scheme. Any of the ability for other 
Western Australian renewable energy companies to likewise prosper was severely depleted. Indeed, it was only 
federal Labor’s subsequent development of the Australian Renewable Energy Agency that saw any assistance 
coming back to these companies in Western Australia. Let me give members a vignette of what happened to 
highlight the difference between the Barnett government ideology, which was opposed to renewable energy and 
addressing climate change, and that of the Queensland government. In its last round of funding, when I was in 
federal Parliament in late 2015, early 2016, ARENA announced a set of grants for a $100 million solar package. 
Queensland got $55 million of that $100 million and Western Australia got $5 million. We got one project funded; 
Queensland got five projects funded. This is one case in which it was not that endemic discrimination against 
Western Australia. In this case, we had one only applicant. Unlike Queensland, we did not have a government that 
was actively assisting Western Australian businesses to compete for these federal funds. The Queensland 
government set up a renewable energy power procurement program and said to companies that if they were able 
to attract federal funds, it would match those federal funds at a state level. This gave Queensland businesses the 
opportunity to compete for power purchase agreements. The difference that strategic intervention made was 
incredible. In Western Australia, eight and a half years on, the renewable energy industry has limped on. It has 
really tried, but it had not been operating in an environment in which the government was open and encouraging, 
and saw this as a twenty-first century sunrise industry, an industry that can create new jobs and provide important, 
well-paid, sustainable, productive employment for our community. I am very proud that I have a role in 
prosecuting the case for a number of our renewable energy projects, in particular, the wave power centre of 
excellence in Albany. This will be a very exciting project. We are involving the University of Western Australia 
Oceans Institute, which will be located in Albany running this project. We have brought all three wave power 
companies on board. Carnegie Wave Energy Ltd, Pantoro Ltd and Protean Wave Energy have all indicated their 
preparedness and willingness to be involved. We all recognise that WA can be a technology maker, not just 
a technology taker and that responding to climate change without the ideology of rejection not only gives us 
challenges but also creates opportunities. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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